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Providing Notice
Harlandale ISD is providing notice to parents, families and the community regarding back-to-school
plans and instruction through this document. Preliminary information is posted in this guidance and is
subject to change based on state and local decisions.

The guidance provided in this document is based on current public health and safety guidelines
provided by the Texas Education Agency and Updated Local Health Authority for Bexar County and the
City of San Antonio as of  December 28, 2021.

Safety Guidelines for In-Person Instructional Settings

Students Who Have COVID-19
● School systems must exclude students from attending school in person who are actively sick
with COVID-19, who are suspected of being actively sick with COVID-19, or who have received a
positive test result for COVID-19, and must immediately notify parents if this is determined while on
campus.
● Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if the child has COVID-19
symptoms or is test-confirmed with COVID-19, until the conditions for re-entry are met.
● The readmission criteria for COVID-19 is as follows: If symptomatic, exclude until at least 5
days have passed since symptom onset, and fever-free, and other symptoms have improved. Children
who test positive for COVID-19 but do not have any symptoms must stay home until at least 5 days
after the day they were tested.
● UIL students require further clearance to participate in UIL activities following a positive covid
diagnosis.
.
Students Who Are Close Contacts
● School systems must exclude students from attending school in person who are actively sick
with COVID-19 or who have received a positive test result for COVID-19.
● Schools are not required to conduct contact tracing. However, if schools are made aware that a
student is a close contact, the entire student’s class (classes), as well as extracurricular groups will be
notified by the school.
● Students who are vaccinated are generally not considered close contacts.
● Parents of students who are determined to be close contact may opt to keep their students at
home.
● Students who are determined to be close contact may return to school if they are experiencing
no symptoms on Day 6 after close contact exposure. No COVID-19 testing is required.
● Students may also end their stay-at-home period with a negative result from a PCR acute
infection test.
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Student Self- Screening-
● Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students each day for symptoms of contagious
illness, including COVID-19, as well as any known close contact with a person who has had COVID-19.

● A student is recommended to stay home if he/she is experiencing any of the following
symptoms:
■ Fever or chills
■ Diarrhea
■ Nausea and vomiting
■ New or worsening cough or shortness of breath

● A parent is recommended to monitor their child and stay home if needed if he/she is
experiencing any of the following symptoms:

■ Loss of taste or smell
■ Sore throat
■ Muscle or body aches
■ Headache
■ Fatigue
■ Congestion or runny nose

● Like with any illness, students may not return to school if they have a fever of 100.0 or above.
Students may return after being fever-free for 24 hours without the use of medication.

-Daily Cleaning Practices-
● Classrooms and restrooms will be disinfected regularly.
● High-touch areas will be disinfected throughout the day.
● Disinfectant spray will be provided in each classroom.
● All campuses will have a minimum of one electrostatic applicator to provide rapid disinfection.
● Elementary only:  Acrylic shields will be provided in classrooms and cafeterias only
● When a student has symptoms such as vomiting or fever, classrooms will be cleared in order for
staff to  clean and sanitize the classroom.

-Face Coverings-
Face masks will be required to be worn at all times by all students, staff, and visitors regardless of
vaccination status inside our district schools, offices and buildings.

Harlandale ISD continues to require facemasks for all employees and students.

-Classroom Procedures-
Teachers will monitor students throughout the day and refer them to the nurse if they exhibit symptoms.
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-Classrooms will have:
● Refillable alcohol-based hand sanitizer stations.
● Access to disinfectants to sanitize working surfaces.

- Teachers will:
● Require hand hygiene before entering the classroom and after group activities.
● Increase the space between desks and utilize every square inch of available space to create as
much distance as possible between students.
● Keep classroom doors open, when possible, to improve circulation and reduce the touching of
door handles.
● Have access to disinfectant to sanitize high-touch and working surfaces and shared objects
regularly.

-Isolation Protocols-
Student or Staff Displaying Symptoms of Contagious Illness will be referred to campus nurses for
further assessment.
● The school nurse will provide a clinical assessment to determine if a student is experiencing
symptoms of a contagious illness (COVID-19, flu, strep throat, etc.) and whether the student will need
to be sent home.
● District procedures will continue to be followed for any contagious illness.
● Any student who shows possible contagious symptoms (i.e. fever) which require them to leave
school, will be separated and isolated in the nurse’s office or other designated location until the student
can be picked up by a parent/guardian or designated emergency contact(s).
● Staff members displaying symptoms of contagious illness will be required to leave campus.
● If a student tests positive for COVID-19, he/she will be isolated at home for 5 days from the
onset of symptoms or  date of the positive test  and symptoms are resolved.
● Employees who test positive for COVID-19 or other contagious illnesses should isolate at home
for 5 days from the date of the positive test or from the first day of symptoms and refer to the existing
leave policies of the District.

-Diagnostic and Screening Testing-
Covid-19 testing on campuses will be available for all students and staff for those who choose to get
tested.

Testing will begin Tuesday, August 24, 2021.  Testing will take place every Tuesday on campuses.

Please note for the 2021-2022 school year, a new registration process is in place. All staff and students
will be required to register initially to participate in voluntary testing.

English: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tM2G3LYNjcRgZ8mFwXgSxkZ8PEnbjoAk/view?usp=sharing
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Spanish: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iFA0mlCwdT_CFViUS8kYGJy8rfghR3TH/view?usp=sharing
Parental consent is required.

-Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff and students if eligible-
The district will continue to work in partnership with different organizations in San Antonio to provide
vaccination clinics within our district. Harlandale ISD strongly encourages everyone who is eligible
to get vaccinated and boosted.

-Extracurricular and Athletics-
All extracurricular and athletic events will follow participation guidelines set by the UIL (University
Interscholastic League).

-Appropriate Accommodations for Children with Disabilities with Respect to Health and Safety
Policies-
● The District will implement accommodations as determined by the student’s §504 plan or IEP,
including those necessary for health and safety.
● A student with a disability that involves immunocompromised status may be considered for a
change in services with specific medical information.

-Recess-
Children will sanitize their hands at the end of recess.

-Staff Expectations-
• Employees are expected to self-screen each day for symptoms of contagious illness and known close
contact with a person who has had COVID-19.
• An employee is recommended to stay home or go home and/or seek medical care if he/she is
experiencing any of the following symptoms:
○ Fever or chills
○ New or worsening cough or shortness of breath
○ Loss of taste or smell
○ Sore throat
○ Diarrhea
○ Nausea or vomiting
○ Muscle or body aches
○ Headache
○ Fatigue
○ Congestion or runny nose

• Employees who test positive for COVID-19 or other contagious illnesses should isolate at home for 5
days from the date of the positive test or from the first day of symptoms and refer to the existing leave
policies of the District.
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According to the Metropolitan Health District, people who are fully vaccinated and have received their
booster, they do not need to quarantine after a close contact, unless they have symptoms. They should
also wear a mask following exposure.

-Transportation-
• Parents will screen children daily before allowing them to board the bus.
• As students enter the bus, they will use hand sanitizer located inside the bus

-Visitors-
• Before visitors are allowed on campuses, visitors will self-screen for symptoms of contagious illness
including COVID-19 symptoms. If they are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, they must remain off campus
until they meet the criteria for re-entry as noted below.
• In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return/enter

school when all three of the following criteria are met:

1. At least 24 hours have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of
fever-reducing medications);
2. The individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough or shortness of breath); and
3. At least 5 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. If the individual never
experienced symptoms, at least 5  days have passed since the date of COVID-19 testing.

-Water-
• Students will need to bring water bottles (reusable or disposable) and clearly write their names on the
outside of them.
• Students may use water fountains to fill their water bottles at school, but they should not use them for

drinking (to prevent touching the surfaces).

-Coordination with State and Local Health Officials-
The District will report any individuals; teacher, staff member, student or visitor, who have been in a
school and is test-confirmed COVID-19 to the health department.

-Remote Instruction-

● All students that are absent due to medical reasons will have access to their google classroom
or see saw. Students will be able to complete work and will also have adequate time to make up work
as their absences are considered excused.
● All instructions will be face to face.
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This information is subject to change as per updated guidance from governing authorities and health
experts.
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